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BIRTHDAYS JULY 

Ted Angleton 
Jean Bell 

Erin Courtney 
Liz Dawe 

Lorna Johnson 
Betty Maughan 

Ron Roy 
Heather Trumble 

CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES 

6 July—Scrabble group 
cancelled for July 

7 July—Committee meeting 
Zoom meeting 

8 July—Canasta group 
Zoom gathering 

15 July—Discussion group 
changed date 
Zoom meeting 

16 July—Garden Appreciation 
Canterbury Gardens 

20 July—Walking for enjoyment 
Ferndale Trail walk  

23 July—Book groups 
to be advised 

27 July—Creative Pursuits 
to be advised 

28 July—Investors Group 
Zoom 

The Boroondara Council 
has invited applications for 

a small grant to support organisations and groups to continue 
to provide services and re-open closed facilities, where 
possible, during the impact of COVID-19. 

Your Committee has lodged an application and we will let you 
know the result once received.  Our submission is based on 
gaining support for the additional cost in the way we have 
had to adjust our methods of communicating with you all by 
use of Zoom and weekly newsletters.  It is pleasing to note 
that the Council is willing to support groups like ours in this 
way. 

A Zoom committee meeting will be held next week to review 
a number of issues, including club activities affected by COVID
-19.  We will report back to you in the next issue of Grey 
Matter. 

Until then—stay safe. 

An elderly woman decided to prepare her will and told her 
preacher she had two final requests. 

First, she wanted to be cremated and, second, she wanted 
her ashes scattered over Woolworths. 

"Woolworths?" the preacher exclaimed.,  "Why 
Woolworths?" 

"Then I'll be sure my daughters visit me twice a week" 

Ron’s Rambles 

Ron Johnson, President 
The oldest com-

puter can be 
tracked back to 
Adam and Eve.  
It was an Apple, 
but had very lim-

ited memory space, 
just one byte. 

Then everything 
crashed. 
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Welfare Report 

Scrabble Group—1st Monday 

Monday 6 July, 1:30am 
Host:  Glenys Chalk.  

As the scrabble group is quite small it’s been found 
possible to meet, on this occasion, within the new 
restrictions.   

Players please contact Glenys by Saturday 4th July. 

Convenor:  Glenys Chalk 

Garden Appreciation 3rd Thursday  

Thursday 16th July, 10:30  

Walk in the lovely Canterbury Gardens, Canterbury 
Road.   
Mature trees dot 
the extensive lawns 
complementing the 
fine perennial bor-
ders, parterre gar-
dens and a rosarie. 
A path with a beau-
tiful bridge mean-
ders through an 
avenue of weeping 
cherry trees to a 
raised rotunda with 
commanding views 
of the gardens.  
 

Coming up 

Canasta—2nd Wednesday 

Wednesday 7 July, 2:00pm 
The group will meet by Zoom.   
Convenor:  Ann Price 
 

Three old guys are out walking. 
First one says,  'Windy, isn't it?' 

Second one says,  'No, it's Thursday!' 
Third one says, 'So am I.   

Let's go get a beer..' 

Discussion Group 

Wednesday 15 July, 11:00am 
(NB day change) 

‘will it happen?’  
• An increased local Wool Scouring industry? 

(most of our raw wool goes overseas for  
processing)      and/or  

• a local H2 Hydrogen industry for motor  
vehicles and export as energy ? 

Intending participants are requested to research 
there issues as possible local growth industries for 
discussion. 
Convenor:  Roy Price 

Denise Boschetti—Denise is still undergoing her 
treatment and she is coping well with it. 

Helen O’Brien—Helen is about to undergo another 
course of chemotherapy. 

Ted Angleton—Ted is still settling down in his nurs-
ing home in Rye. 

Geoff Griffiths—Geoff recently had a knee replace-
ment and currently is undergoing rehab at Donvale. 

Shirley Bushnie—Shirley is slowly improving at 
home. 

My best wishes to everyone who is unwell at the 
moment. 

Also best wishes to everyone celebrating a birthday 
this month, especially to Ron Roy on celebrating his 
90th birthday and to anyone else who may be cele-
brating a ‘special ‘ birthday. In spite of the current 
restrictions I hope you are all able to enjoy the day 
and may you all have a good year ahead. 

Veronica 
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Book Groups —4th Thursday 

Thursday 23 July 

Book group 2’s next read is the controversial 
‘American Dirt’ by Jeanine Cummings. 

‘American Dirt’ is both a moral compass and a riv-
eting read“, said bestselling author Ann Patchett. ‘‘I 
couldn’t put it down. I’ll never stop thinking about 
it.’’ 

On the other hand, the backlash. It’s been attacked 
as ‘‘trauma porn’’, ‘‘fake-ass social justice litera-
ture’’, ‘‘a Frankenstein of a book’’. The US publisher, 
Flatiron Books, cancelled the author tour due to se-
curity concerns and also made significant conces-
sions after a visit from some of the most vocal critics. 

Why such a polarised reception? The story is about 
a Mexican mother and son who try to escape to the 
US after a drug cartel massacres their family. 

Convenor:  Joan Teele 

Walking  
for Enjoyment—3rd Monday 

Monday  20 July, 10:00am 

This month’s walk will be in 
Glen Iris—walking the Fern-
dale Trail from Nettleton 
Park to Summerhill Park.   

The walk commences from 
the car park at the junction 
of Gardiner Parade and 
Dawson Street, Glen Iris.  
The easiest access would 
be from Glen Iris Road, turn 
right into Gardiner Parade 
just south of the shops. 

On our return we will get our coffee from the Glen 
Iris Pantry—only a few minutes before we get back 
to our vehicles. 

Leader:  Russ Dawe 
Convenor:  John Astle 

1959—Children in France play with a guillotine — 

—  and they say today’s video games are violent 

Garden Appreciation  (Cont.) 

Meet at Chaucer Cres. entrance to Gardens at the 
end of Chaucer Cres. 

On street Parking 
available. 

Parking is also avail-
able in the car parks 
for Maling Road—
there is a pathway 
from Maling Rd. into 
the gardens be-

tween 67 & 69 Maling Rd—opposite the end of Logan 
St. 
Bring a Thermos for coffee and a chat after our walk. 

Convenor Ros Sinclair 
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Recent Activities 

Online learning 
Meeting by Zoom on 30 June  

We started with a PowerPoint presentation of the 
basics of ACCESS. This covered the opening screen, 
project naming and save location. The layout of the 
opening page showed the elements -the Ribbon, the 
Navigation Pane, and the Document Window-work 
area. An essential element being a ‘Brainstorm’ 
session to ensure all information is established to aid 
setup of Data. 

We covered 4 basic objects of ACCESS-Tables, Query, 
Forms and Reports. Then at setting up a Table-Fields 
(columns) and Records as horizontal rows-with 
Design and DataSheet Views to setup.  

We then examined the ‘Bobblehead’ Table example 
as above. Then further ACCESS examples of a food 
recipe list and our Probus Group Membership. 

The latter included the use of an Excel spreadsheet 

Solo Group 
Thursday 2 July 
In view of the latest developments the Solo Cards & 
Cuppa had to be cancelled.  ‘Soloists’ therefore 
looked to a Zoom catch up Thursday evening.  
Weather wasn’t encouraging so it was good to be 
able to stay home in the warm and still catch up with 
colleagues. 

Convenor:  Denise Powell 

A computer science student was studying under a 
tree when another student pulled up on a flashy new 
bike. 
“Wow, where did you get that bike?” asked the first 
student. 
“While I was studying outside, a beautiful girl on her 
bike pulled up next to me,” he explained. “She took 
off all her clothes and told me, ‘You can have whatev-
er you like’.” 
The first student replied, “Good choice! The clothes 
probably wouldn’t have fitted you.” 

John Brophy was 

here! - where did you 

disappear to John? 

One for the technologists—transporting a 5MB disk 1956 

imported to setup a Table. 

Seven members joined this Zoom presentation. 
Advice on further help was to get the free 
downloadable “MS Access step by step” book. 

The online learning series is proving to be very 
valuable in both introducing, and for members with 
experience in the software, extending knowledge of 
some of the most useful and commonly available 
apps. 

Zoom pro used for the 1¼ hr+ time slot. 
Convenor:  Roy Price 

I was walking home last night and decided to take a short cut through the cemetery.    Three girls walked up to me 

and explained that they were scared to walk past the cemetery at night, so I agreed to let them walk along with me.    

I told them “I understand  ……. I used to get freaked out too when I was alive.” 

Never seen anyone run so fast. 
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Marriage is sharing  

The old man placed an order for one hamburg-
er, French fries and a drink.  

He unwrapped the plain hamburger and care-
fully cut it in half, placing one half in front of his 
wife. 

He then carefully counted out the French fries, 
dividing them into two piles and neatly placed 
one pile in front of his wife.  

He took a sip of the drink, his wife took a sip 
and then set the cup down between them. As 
he began to eat his few bites of hamburger, the 
people around them were looking over and 
whispering.  

Obviously they were thinking, 'That poor old 
couple - all they can afford is one meal for the 
two of them.' 

As the man began to eat his fries a young man 
came to the table and politely offered to buy 
another meal for the old couple. The old man 
said, they were just fine - they were used to 
sharing everything.  

People closer to the table noticed the little old 
lady hadn't eaten a bite. She  
sat there watching her husband eat and occa-
sionally taking turns sipping the drink..  

Again, the young man came over and begged 
them to let him buy another meal for them. 
This time the old woman said 'No, thank you, 
we are used to sharing everything.' 

Finally, as the old man finished and was wiping 
his face neatly with the napkin, the young man 
again came over to the little old lady who had 
yet to eat a single bite of food and asked 'What 
is it you are waiting for?'  

She answered 

'THE TEETH.' 

The old man was sitting on the examining table 

in the doctor’s office having his hearing 

checked. The doctor poked his light scope in 

the old man’s ear and said, “Hey, you have a 

suppository in your ear!” 

“Rats,” said the old man. “Now I know where 

my hearing aid went.” 

My favourite animal 

Our teacher asked what my favourite animal was 
and I said “Fried Chicken”. 

She said I wasn’t funny, but she couldn’t have been 
right because everyone else laughed. 

My parents told me always to tell the truth.  I did.  
Fried chicken is my favourite animal. 

I told my dad what happened and he said my teach-
er was probably a member of PETA.  He said they 
love animals very much. 

I do too.  Especially chicken, pork and beef. 

Anyway, my teacher sent me to the principal’s 
office.  I told him what happened and he laughed 
too.  Then he told me not to do it again. 

Next day in class my teacher asked me what my fa-
vourite live animal was.  I told her it was chicken.  
She asked me why, so I told her it was because you 
could make them into fried chicken. 

She sent me back to the principal’s office. 

He laughed and told me not to do it again. 

I don’t understand.  My parents taught me to be 
honest but my teacher doesn’t like it when I am. 

Today my teacher asked me to tell her what famous 
military person I admired most. 

I told her “Colonel Sanders.” 

Guess where I am now…. 

In an Imperial airways cabin,  1936 ——  first class? 
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Marty’s Playground 
Schoolchildren Howlers 
The sun never sets on the British Empire 
because the British Empire is in the East and the 
sun sets in the West.  Queen Victoria was the 
longest queen.  She sat on a thorn for 63 years.  
She was a moral woman who practiced virtue. 
Her reclining years finally ended her life and also 
her reign. Her final years were exemplatory of a 
great personality. 

The first world war, caused by the assignation of 
the Arch Duck by an anahist ushered in a new 
era of anals of human history. 

Ten Collective Nouns 

Correct answers to Collective Nouns in 
Edition 15. 
(1) wake (2) sneak (3) herd (4) pack (5) warren 
(6) decent (7) zeal  
 

Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  

Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  

9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

And now a new addition to the Playground 
begins this week.  
It’s back to class with a series of brain teasers. 

I feel like my body has gotten totally out of shape, so I got my doctor's permission to join a fitness club and 
start exercising. 

I decided to take an aerobics class for seniors 

I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an hour.  But, by the time I got my leotards 
on, the class was over. 

mailto:cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

